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to listen to argument, however. ... I
realize that Dr. Briggs is not the ideal de-
fender of the faith, so far as that gentleness
and winsomeness that were in Christ are
concerned, but he has been so hounded by
these malignant enemies who misrepresent
him, in season and out of season, that I am
not surprised, though I am disappointed
somewhat by his strong utterances. It has
been his personality rather than his view
throughout that has aroused the relentless
antagonisms that now are fast ripening for
his downthrow. However, if your own cate-
gorical asservations before God should be
hooted or sneered at by unfriendly judges,
you would find it hard to preserve a mild and
serene behavior, and I sometimes wonder, not
at his vehemence so much, as at his restraint."

"May 30.

"The great case has been presented by the
parties; at 7:45 to-night the members of the
New York Presbytery will be heard. To-
morrow at 9:30 members of the Assembly
will begin to be heard for two hours; at 11130
the first of thirty-one votes will be taken on
sustaining the appeal of the prosecuting com-
mittee ; aye, means Briggs' condemnation; no,
his justification. It is needless to say he
will be condemned, despite his utterances of
argument and belief. The majority have one
chance to rescue themselves from their me-
dieval posture, and this is the mitigation of
the sentence. If they are as intolerant in this
as they have been in the other proceedings,/ and the deliber-n-suance of this ever-lipstifully
